
 

 

GREAT MOOR & DISTRICT WI NEWSLETTER JUNE 2014  
NEWS AND UPDATE ON EVENTS DURING THE LAST 

MONTH AND REMINDER OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 May meeting - 'Resolution' and charity vote 
 

At our May Members' Meeting, we discussed the WI 
resolution for this year.  This calls on every member of the WI 
to make their wishes regarding organ donation known and to 
encourage their families, friends and members of their local 
communities to do likewise. Trish Hall spoke about the 
resolution and, following general discussion, members voted 
in favour of it being adopted.  Nominations were then put 
forward for our charity from September this year.  Two 
charities were close in the voting, Francis House and St 
Anne's Hospice, with Francis House being voted as our new 
charity.  Members then 'judged' the cakes that had been 
baked for the competition and Kath S was the winner with her 
wonderful fruit cake. She kindly donated her winnings to our 

charity. 
 

 Coffee afternoons for June and July 

 
Do come along for a coffee/tea, chat, and maybe a bite to 
eat, at either or both of our coffee afternoons.  
 
The next two coffee afternoon at the Funky Monkey in 
Davenport are Wed 18

th
 June and Wed 16

th
 July from 

2.00pm. (Always the third Wed in the month).  
 

       
 

At Coffee Culture in Hazel Grove, (opposite Asda Carpark), 
our next two afternoons are Fri 27

th
 June and Fri 25

th
 July 

from 2.30 pm. (Always the last Fri in the month).    
  

 Meals out  
 

On Friday June 6th, fifteen members took over Ella's Gelato 
in Bramhall where they were offering French cuisine in their 
Pop-up cafe.  We started with French onion soup, followed 
by chicken in white wine and finished with Tarte Tartin and   

 

        
 
delicious ice cream.  Coffee was included for a very 
reasonable £15.  We were also able to take our own wine, 
with no corkage charge.  The proprietors were most friendly 
and welcoming and we shall look at dining there again, with a 
different nationality of food. 
 

The next meal round the world is to be decided, but will be on 
on 4

th
 July. 

 

 Lunch Club 
 

Something slightly different this month and three ladies went 
to 'The Ash' for afternoon tea where they sat at a table 
overlooking the pretty garden. It was all served very nicely on 
bone china with proper napkins. There was a good selection 
of sandwiches and some dainty scones and cakes to follow.  
 
Future Lunch Club dates for your diary 
The next lunch club is on Friday 11th July at Norbury Farm. 
 
Please contact Judith W or sign the list if interested 

 
Book Club 

 
Despite there being most of the book club members present, 
for the first time ever and for various reasons nobody had 
read the book '3 Men in a Boat'! So we have no score and no 
comments to relate!! Next month they are reading "Peaches 
for Monsieur Le Cure" by Joanne Harris the author of 
"Chocolat", which we will be reviewing on 7

th
 July at 6.45pm, 

at the Shady Oak pub, Redford Drive, Bramhall, SK7 3PG. 
 

 Craft Group 
 

Our May craft evening was lead by Gloria Masefield who 
showed us how to fold napkins into fancy shapes for those 
special dinner parties!  The meeting was well attended and 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed creating some great shapes.  
 

    
The trouble will be remembering how to do it without Gloria 
there to guide us!  She then showed us how to fold a towel 
into the shape of a swan for a guest bedroom to impress 
visitors.  Thanks to Gloria for an enjoyable and entertaining 
evening. 
 
There is no craft group in June as it is the Cheshire Show. 

 
Future Craft dates for your diary 
Wed 16

th
 July - Calligraphy 

Sue T is going to teach us calligraphy on the 16
th
 July, at the 

Shady Oak pub, Redford Drive, Bramhall, SK7 3PG at 7.30. Due 
to the nature of the craft and equipment needed Sue would 
prefer 6 to 8 people to attend but would be happy to repeat 
the evening if more ladies wanted to attend. Sue will be 
providing everything and there may be a small charge to 
cover costs. 
 
Date tba Aug - Bead Jewellery 
Tue 16

th
 Sept - 3D decoupage 

 
Please sign the list if interested. 



 Knit and Natter 
 

Our next two Knit and Natter sessions are on Wed 9
th
 July 

and Wed13
th
 Aug. These are proving very popular evenings, 

as much for the nattering as for anything actually being  
produced! We meet every second Wed of the month at The 
Shady Oak, Redford Drive, Bramhall, SK7 3PG from 7:30pm 
onwards. Either turn up on the night or contact Trish H or 
Sue M for further details, help with getting there etc. 
 

 Breast drain carry bags 
 
If anyone has made these please can you bring them to the 
next meeting and give to Vera. A pattern is available for 
those that want one. 
 

 Games Night 

 
Our new Games Night had its second meeting on June 16th, 
with nine members attending.  We continued learning 
Canasta, which is a fairly easy game to learn but, as we 
improve, the tactics are getting more sophisticated! We also 
had a go at playing in pairs rather than individually, which 
added a new dimension.  We all had a fun evening, 
competitive but social, and we hope more members will join 
us at The Shady Oak, every third Monday in the month at 
7:30pm. Watch out for email reminders! 
 
Future dates 
21

st
 July, 18

th
 August, 15

th
 September 

 

 Weekend Walks 
 
On Sun May 25

th
, we braved the sheeting rain on the 

motorway to meet at Delamere Visitor Centre for a 5 and a  
half mile walk. The trail weaved through the forest and out 
into open fields, before following the old roman road past a 

roman fort at Eddisbury Hill. Stopping 
here for lunch we enjoyed the views 
before skirting the Hill Fort and 
heading across towards 'The Old Pale 
Hill' whose summit, Pale Heights, had 
a trig point and three transmitter 
masts. Moving on we reached a view 

point with views of seven counties: Cheshire, Derbyshire, 
Lancashire, Shropshire and 
Staffordshire in England, and 
Denbighshire and Flintshire in Wales. 
After spending time here admiring the 
360 panorama we headed down 
through the forest and back to the 
visitor centre, surprised that the 

weather had actually been very kind to us, with very few light 
showers. Some of us enjoyed a well earned cuppa, before 
heading home. 
 
Future weekend walk dates for your diary 

Sat June 28
th
, Chester to walk round walls or shop 

Sun July 27
th
 Cycle Ride in Monsal Dale – lunch at Hassop 

station 
Date tbc Aug Ashford in the Water and Bakewell 
Sat 27

th 
Sept Middlewood way, Macclesfield canal, pub lunch 

  

 Weekday Walks 
 
This month's local walk was a circular walk in Etherow 
Country Park which is on the Romiley/Marple border. Five of 
us walked to the waterfall but then continued past the cottage 
to a wooded area and then alongside Keg's Pool. This is a 
short additional loop but we recommend it for peace and 
quiet and getting away from the crowds. We walked back 

through the country park and finished with a cup of tea in the 
cafe.  
 
Please do have a look at the next walk, it's a great way to 
spend the afternoon.  
 
Future weekday local walks dates for your diary 
Tues July 8

th
 Higher Poynton 

Fri Aug 8
th
 Ladybrook valley to Poynton Garden Centre  

Tues 9
th
 Sept  Lyme Park  - Darcy’s pond and a walk in the 

park. 
 
If you are interested in these, the weekend and/or the 
weekday walks please sign the lists at the meetings or 
contact Marjorie B or Lorna H. 
 

 Pub Quiz Team 
 

The Pub Quiz team are enjoying competing at 'Puss In Boots' 
each Thursday, but are chasing that illusive1

st
 place although 

they have once come 2
nd

. Speak to Trish H if you are 
interested in joining them on Thursday evenings starting 
around 8.30 pm.  
 

 Fundraising afternoon tea 
 

We are having an 'Afternoon Tea' to raise funds for our WI on 
August 31

st
 at 3pm, at Davenport Tennis Club. More 

information to follow, but please put the date in your diaries. 
 

 Suggestion Box 
 

We are hoping soon to have a suggestion box. If members 
would like to make suggestions for speakers for next year 
please give as much information as possible including full 
contact details and place in the box. We need this 
information over the next few months, so we can plan our 
2015 programme. Also if you have ideas for activities that 
you would like to help to provide please put these in the 
suggestion box as well. 

 
 Cinema/Theatre group 

 
As you can see from our events that are booked and future 
options we have a very busy Cinema/Theatre group. We 
sometimes have to book tickets very quickly, and quite a long 
time in advance, so to avoid disappointment, if you wish to be 
included and receive information about what's being planned 
then please e-mail Alia  to add your name to the 
cinema/theatre group list.  
 
'It could be any one of us' 
A group of members went to Poynton Players on 22nd May 
to see their latest production, Alan Ayckbourn's "It could be 
any one of us".  Billed as a comedy thriller, it is the story of a 
dysfunctional family who are all failures in their chosen 
artistic fields.  The surly head of the family decides he will 
disinherit them all in favour of a former pupil of his whom he 
invites to visit. Cue stormy nights, creaking doors and 
strange happenings!  Although it was written to have a 
different culprit every night, the Players opted for a fixed 
finale.  There were some strong performances of the quirky 
characters, particularly the stroppy teenage member of the 
family. 
 
'Driving Miss Daisy'  
"Driving Miss Daisy" was originally a play, which was adapted 
for the cinema in 1989, and won the Best Picture Oscar in 
1990.  A recent Australian production of the play, starring the 
excellent Angela Lansbury and James Earl Jones, was filmed 
and screened into cinemas on 25th May.  Members who 
went enjoyed the production and also the interview with 
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Angela Lansbury which was shown afterwards.  The stage 
version was perhaps a little less dramatic than the film but 
the real strength of the play was the chemistry between the 
lead roles who portrayed the tense, but ultimately tender 
relationship, of two very different people. 
 
'A Small Family Business' 
On  12th June, members went to see the latest NTL offering 
at Cineworld, which was Alan Ayckbourn's darkly satirical 
comedy " A Small Family Business".  Set in the 1980s, we 
see a very moral businessman taking over the family 
business, only to find that scams and corruption are rife and 
involve virtually every member of his family!  He tries to clean 
up their act but ends up having to condone even darker 
dealings!  This was a fast paced production with some fine 
performances from a strong cast.  For me, the stand out 
performance was from the actor who played the part of a 
series of Italian brothers so skilfully that, until the credits 
rolled, it wasn't obvious that it was just one actor!  
 
'Gervase Phinn' 
Six members and one dad made their way to Buxton to see 
Gervase Phinn on stage. Some were very familiar with his 
work and bought books which were duly autographed. Others 
had never heard of him so had no idea what to expect.  
He came on stage at 8 pm and talked with no props or 
prompt sheets or drink for an hour. Telling us stories of his 
days as a school inspector he had the audience laughing out 
loud. Paying tribute to his own parents he shared poems he 
had memorised or written. After the interval and a change of 
costume there were more stories and examples of 
malapropisms and his obvious delight in the English 
language.  
He mentioned a Christmas show which might be something 
members may like to consider as we all enjoyed thoroughly 
the evening. 
 

Already booked 
‘Henry IV part 2’, 18

th
 June 

'Billy Liar', 19
th
 June 

'Ghosts', 26
th
 June 

'Happy Days', 26
th 

June 
'Showboat' , 12

th
 July 

'Skylight NTL' , 17
th
 July 

'Beauty and the Beast Ballet' , 24
th
 September 

'Jersey Boys', 29
th
 September 

'Alan Davis', 31
st
 October 

 

Future Options 
‘My Boy Jack’ – The Garrick, 25

th
 June 

'The Tempest' - Didsbury, 30
th
 June 

'From Here to Eternity' - Didsbury, 3/7 
'Macbeth' - Didsbury, 14

th
 July 

'Monty Python Live (Mostly)' 20
th
 July 

'Midsummer Night's Dream' - Didsbury, 28
th
 July 

‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ – Didsbury 3
rd

 September 
'Medea NTL' - Didsbury, 4

th
 September 

'Salome. Wilde Salome' - Didsbury on 21/9 
'Ross Noble Tangentleman' - The Lowry Theatre, 19

th
 

February 2015 
 
Further details available on the website 
Please let Alia know if you are interested in going to any of 
these by email, or at the next members' meeting by signing 
the relevant sheet. 
Please remember that anyone in the group can instigate a 
cinema/theatre visit by emailing the group with a suggested 
film/play, date and time. Other members who would like to 
join you should reply direct, and a trip organised. 

 
For those members that are interested but are not free to go 
at the proposed time, then if you ‘reply to all’ saying  

you are interested but prefer another time, then you could 
liaise with others in a similar position. 
If interested in any of the events, please sign the relevant 
sheet at the next meeting. 
 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF W I (NFWI) 
 

MOODLE ACCESS 
 
If members would like access to the WI moodle site, you 
need to contact Anne S and she’ll add you to the site 
together with your email address.  You should then receive 
your username and password within 24hrs. 
 
Please see the NFWI June newsletter attached to the e-mail. 

 
CHESHIRE FEDERATION OF WI’S (CFWI) UPCOMING 

ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/NEWS 
 

The CFWI have a number of activities/events over the next 
few months that may be of interest to members. 
 
 County Walk 26

th
 June 

 
Saughall WI are doing a 6 miles circular walk from Delamere 
Forest on Thursday 26th June. To reserve a place please 
contact either Carol Cranny on 01244 881274 or Margaret 
Reade on 01244 880619 after the 12th June. 
 

 Cheshire resolutions 
 

If we wish to submit a CFWI resolution to be considered for 
inclusion on the Agenda for the Cheshire Annual Council 
Meeting in March 2015, suggestions are needed by 7

th
 July 

2014. Please see Lorna for further details. 
 

 Keep Singing Day 20
th

 Sept 
 

There is a Keep Singing Day at Byley Village Hall on 
Saturday 20

th
 Sept from 10.00am - 3.00pm. The tuition is by 

Joyce Kirkpatrick, and the cost is £6.00 which includes music 
hire and tea/coffee, but please bring you own packed lunch. 
Closing date is 31

st
 July. See Lorna for details. 

 

 Canal Art and Knotting 27
th

 Sept 
 

Join the Craft and Art Committee for a Canal Art and 
Knotting day, on Sat 27

th
 Sept at Lower Withington Parish 

Hall, Lower Withington, SK11 9DY. The session is from 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm and will be divided into two sessions - 
half day for each craft. The price is £12.00 which includes 
tea/coffee and biscuits, but please bring you own packed 
lunch. Speak to Lorna if interested. Closing date Thur 31

st
 

July. 
 

 Autumn Council Meeting 
 

The Autumn Council Meeting is being held at Lifestyle Centre 
Winsford from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. The speaker is Prue 
Leith who as well as being a brilliant cook and 
businesswomen, is an acclaimed novelist.  
If you are interested in going please see Lorna by the July 
meeting at the latest. 
 

 WI Calendar's and Diary's 2015 
 

The theme for the 2015 Calendar is 'Cheshire At Its Best' and 
celebrates both the 95

th
 birthday of the Federation and the 

NFWI's 100
th
 birthday. The calendar is still engagement style 

with a tear off postcard featuring some superb photographs y 
Cheshire members. Priced at £3.20. 
 
The 2015 Diary has an attractive gold cover with a matching 
ribbon and embossed crest to celebrate NFWI's centenary. 



The diary has the usual features with all the important 
information for the year ahead. Priced at £3.70. 
If you would like either or both of these please let Lorna know 
and she will order them for you. 
 
 Darts Competition  

 
There is a Darts competition, culminating with the final on 
10

th
 March 2015. Please see Lorna if interested. 

 

 NORTH EAST CHESHIRE GROUP (NECG) 
 
 NECG Summer Outing Wed 16

th
 July 

 
This year the trip is to Skipton, and so far we have eleven 
members signed up. The coach will be leaving Woodford at 
9.00 am, returning from Skipton at 4.30 pm. There is still time 
to book yourself onto this but could you (and those already 
booked) bring the £10.00 to the June meeting. Please 
contact Toni for further information. 
 
 NECG Summer walk – 24

th
 July 

 
This is an evening walk starting off from Brabyns car park, 
finishing with a meal. The time is yet to be confirmed, but 
please sign the list if interested. 
 
Future NECG dates/event for your diary 
Autumn Meeting - 15

th
 Oct, 2 pm- Pastry chef 

Trip out – 12
th
 Nov – destination TBA 

Carol Service – 9
th
 December 

 
NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting on Tues June 24

th
 is an evening of 

gardening, meeting at the Hazel Grove Civic Hall. 
If you have any questions regarding gardening that you 
would like to ask, please can you let us have them in 
advance. Plants will be on sale from other members. 
All members and visitors can sign in from 7.15 pm, for a 
prompt 7.30 pm start. If possible could the greeters try and 
arrive early (i.e. before 7.15 pm) to welcome all new 
visitors/members. 
  
Many thanks ladies, as it was noticed that talking during the 
presentations from our guest speakers, and when other 
members are giving out information was greatly reduced. 
However, can we again, politely remind members not to chat 
to others while speakers are talking and keep their social 
chatting until the tea and cake social at the end of the 
meeting. Many thanks.      

 
NEXT THREE MONTH'S PROGRAMME FOR 2014   

 
July 22

nd
  Bees and Beekeeping 

 
Aug 26

th
  Ploughman's Supper - Members' Craft Evening 

The ploughman's will cost £5.00 which will include t/c/cake. If 
you don't wish to have a ploughman's, t/c/cake will be the 
usual price. Please see Gloria to book the ploughman's and if 
possible give her the £5.00 at the next meeting. 
 
Sept 23

rd
 Charity Speaker - Francis House 

 
HOSTESS ROTA 

 
June's hostesses are Mary Carroll, Jane Douglas and Anne 
Luckock. Please can the hostesses liaise to bring 4 pints of 
milk, tea towels and cake. (All costs will be reimbursed by 
Sue on production of a receipt). We still need hostesses for a 
few months in 2014, and would like everyone to have a go, – 
there is no obligation to bake - so if you can, please sign up 
on the hostesses’ rota list at the next meeting. 

 
TRADE TABLE 

 
In line with our gardening theme this month if you have been 
setting seeds and have surplus plants please bring them 
along for other members to purchase. 
 
We will continue to have a book sale and we ask you to bring 
along books to sell on the night, but also to take home any 
that are unsold by the end of the meeting. Prices for books 
will be 50p for paperbacks and £1.00 for hardbacks. The 
loose change collection box will always be available for 
donations. 

NEW CHARITY 
 
At the May meeting we had a number of charities nominated, 
namely, Francis House, St Anne's Hospice, Independent 
Living and Hearing Dogs. The winner was Francis House and 
this will be our charity from October 2014. 
 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

Two members celebrate their birthdays over the next month, 
so a very Happy Birthday to Janice E on 23

rd
 June and Alison 

W on 25
th
 June. 

We hope you both have a great day. 
 
If you would to be included in our birthday wishes please put 
your birth date and month on the birthday list at the next 
meeting. 

STOCKPORT FOODBANK 
 
We continue to collect much needed donations for Stockport 
Foodbank.  Why not ask your family, friends, neighbours, 
work colleagues, community groups etc to help donate!.....  
 

RAFFLE 
 

Ladies, if you have anything that we could use in our monthly 
raffle, then please bring the items along to the meeting and 
Mary P will be delighted to receive them. Many thanks.  

 


