
 

 

GREAT MOOR AND DISTRICT WI NEWSLETTER  

AUGUST 2014  
NEWS AND UPDATE ON EVENTS DURING THE LAST 

MONTH AND REMINDER OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 July meeting - 'Bee Keeping' 
 
At our July Members' Meeting Steven K, 
who is the husband of a former WI 
member, came to talk to us about bees 
and  beekeeping.  He gave a very 
entertaining and informative presentation 
which was enjoyed even by members 
who would normally shudder at the 
thought of a beehive!  He also brought 
some of his own delicious honey for 

members to purchase. 
 

 Coffee afternoons for Aug and Sep 
 
Do join us at the next two coffee 
afternoons at the Funky Monkey in 
Davenport on Wed 29

th
 Aug and Wed 

17th Sept from 2.00pm. (Always the 
third Wed in the month). Do come for 
a tea/coffee, maybe a bite to eat and 
plenty of chat!!!       

 
Unfortunately Coffee Culture in Hazel Grove, is closing 
down.    
  

 Meals out  
 
Our "Round the world meal" in August was at Pasha's in 
Hazel Grove.  It describes itself as Mediterranean with a 
lot of the food being Turkish in origin.  We all enjoyed 
different starters and main courses, with some people 
choosing to share a meze platter.  The food was 
reasonably priced, varied and tasty and the company was 
as congenial as always. 
 
The next round the world meal, on 5

th
 Sep 2014, is to 

Cora's La Pampanguena Restaurant in Ashton for a 
Philippino buffet. Cost will be £15 a head - 3 courses - 
take your own alcohol as it is not licensed. 
We will have a menu available at the next meeting. 
 

 Lunch Club 
 
The lunch at the Salt Bar in Macclesfield was eagerly 
anticipated after their appearance on 'The Restaurant 
Man'. 
Décor was simple, with typical calming colours, examples 
of Nordic knitwear on the wall and pretty tea cups. 
Perhaps they could have made more of their 
'Scandinavian-ness' and had more options on the menu of 

authentic drinks / chocolate / coffee - the lunch menu was 
mostly open sandwiches and salad which we all enjoyed. 
Meatballs were available! 
 
Future Lunch Club dates for your diary 
The next lunch club will be on Friday 19th September at Al 
Fresco in Hazel Grove 1.00pm. 
 
Please sign the list or contact Judith W if interested 
 

 Fundraising meal at Davenport Tennis Club 
 
Our last fundraising meal in April was another great 
success, and  the next one takes place on Sat 4

th
 October 

at the Davenport Tennis Club. The maximum number we 
can accommodate is 46, so initially we will only allow one 
guest for each member. If we reach our maximum number 
then we will place peoples name on a waiting list. If you 
want to go and are not at the meeting to sign up, then can 
you e-mail Alia your request and she will put you on the 
list. 
 
Book Club 
 
This month's book  'Stonemouth' by Iain Banks, had mixed 
reviews and the marks out of ten varied from 1½ to 8, 
scoring an average 4.94. Among the comments were it 
was 'very realistic', 'well written' and 'disappointing'. 
 
Next month they will be reading 'The Snow Child'  by 
Eowyn Ivey, reviewing it on 1

st
 Sep at 6.45pm, at the 

Shady Oak pub, Redford Drive, Bramhall, SK7 3PG. 
 

 Craft Group 
 
Our July craft evening was lead by Sue T who showed a 

select group of members the 
rudiments of  calligraphy.  
We all enjoyed learning to 
write with an italic pen and 
copying the attractive style of 
writing.  Thanks to Sue for 
leading the session. 
 
 

Future Craft dates for your diary 
Tues 2

nd
 Sept - Bead Jewellery 

Tue 16
th
 Sept - 3D decoupage 

Wed 22
nd

 Oct - Xmas tree decorations 
 
Please sign the list if interested. 
 
 
 



 Trip to Skipton 
 
On Wednesday,16th July a small group of our ladies 
joined the NECG Group for a trip to Skipton leaving 
promptly at 9am.  Skipton is a market town, has a well 
preserved, fully roofed medieval castle and the Leeds-
Liverpool canal, Britain's longest at 127 miles completed 
in 1816, passes through the town. 
Although a few ladies made some very nice purchases 
from the market, it was a little disappointing in that there 
were a few 'gaps' in the line of stalls. There were some 
very nice independent, quirky shops selling more unusual 
items of clothing and accessories together with craft 
items.    
The castle is an very well maintained site with a very 
pretty shaded courtyard, a kitchen, impressive banqueting 
hall where weddings are held.  The gate house offers a 
majestic entrance very near the town. 
The canal area has undergone some renovation and 
some old buildings along the canal have been very 
sympathetically converted into apartments.  A walk along 
the towpath was very relaxing away from the bustle of the 
shopping area although very near the centre. 
The weather was very kind to us - the rain holding off until 
about 30 seconds after everyone was on the coach for the 
return journey to Woodford. 
 

 Knit and Natter 
 
We meet at The Shady Oak, Redford Drive, Bramhall, 
SK7 3PG from 7:30pm onwards. Either turn up on the 
night or contact Trish H or Sue M for further details, help 
with getting there. 
Our next two Knit and Natter sessions are on Wed10

th
 

Sep and Wed 8
th
 Oct. (every second Wed of the month)   

 

 Breast drain carry bags 
 
The breast drain bags are used to accommodate a drain 
bottle for ladies who have had breast surgery due to 
cancer. We have circulated the  pattern via e-mail, but it 
also is available for those that want one at the monthly 
meeting. If anyone has made any bags then please can 
you give them to Vera at the next meeting. 
 

 Games Night 
 
We had another enjoyable Games Night on 21st of July 
when we tried our hand at Gin Rummy.  It was an easy 
game to pick up and one complete set for rounds fitted 
neatly into the time.  We hope to see lots more members 
attending for the next session which is September 15th. 
 
Future dates 
15

th
 September, 20

th
 Oct, 17

th
 Nov 

 

 Weekend Walks 
 
Four ladies thoroughly enjoyed a six mile circular walk 
from Ashford in the Water. The weather was sunny and 
cloudy and a good temperature to walk in and the route 
climbed to high pastures and one of Derbyshire's best 
known view points where the Monsal Viaduct spans the 
gorge. After the slow climb we were all ready for a 
tea/coffee so stopped at Monsal Head at the cafe there. 
Climbing steeply down, the walk continues over the 
viaduct then descended steeply to Monsal Dale to the  
river Wye, where we sat by the river and enjoyed lunch. 
The path then followed the river westwards through 

woodland before turning east at Deep Dale through part of 
Great Shacklow Wood to 
eventually return to Ashford. A 
very varied and interesting 
walk and another welcome 
stop in a teashop among 
chickens in Ashford in the 
water before returning home!!! 
 

 
Future weekend walk dates for your diary 
 
Sun 7

th
 Sept A number of us are doing a bike ride along 

the flat Monsal  Bike Trail. Do join us, you can take your 
own bikes or hire them. Please sign the list if interested. 
 
Sat 27

th 
Sept Middlewood way, Macclesfield canal, pub 

lunch 
Sun 26

th
 Alderley Edge and Hare Hill gardens 

  

 Weekday Walks 
 

Five of us plus a dog called Sophie 
enjoyed a walk through the 
Ladybrook valley to Hazel Grove and 
then across country paths to Poynton 
Pool. We just made it to Brookside 
Garden Centre before the heavens 
opened. After looking at the crafts in 
a small marquees we walked back 
along Jacksons Lane. 

 
Future weekday local walks dates for your diary 
Tues 9

th
 Sept  Lyme Park  - Darcy’s pond and a walk in 

the park. 
Fri 10

th
 Oct Woodford 

Tues 11
th
 Nov Knutsford and into Tatton Park 

 
If you are interested in these, the weekend and/or the 
weekday walks please sign the lists at the meetings or 
contact Marjorie B or Lorna H. It is a great way to spend 
an afternoon or day at the weekend. 
 

 Pub Quiz Team 
 

This month we managed a magnificent 2
nd

 place one 
week just one point behind the winners but we are still 
chasing that illusive1

st
 place!!! Speak to Trish H if you are 

interested in joining them on Thursday evenings at the 
'Puss in Boots' starting around 8.30 pm.  
BREAKING NEWS 
As we go to press we are delighted to tell you that after 
over a year of trying the 7 members of the WI quiz team 
finally captured 1

st
 place beating 24 teams with a massive 

75 points. They won £20.00 in vouchers which will go into 
one of our raffles. Very well done. 
 

 Fundraising afternoon tea 
 
Please put the date Aug 31

st
 in your diaries when we are 

having an 'Afternoon Tea' to raise funds for our WI. 
Organised by Lynda S, Sue J and Maddy F it starts at 
3pm, at Davenport Tennis Club. Please can you let them 
know if you can bake a cake and what sort. Tickets are 
now available from any of the committee members, priced 
£5.00. Also if you have anything you can donate for the 
raffle please bring it along to any meeting or on the day.  
 
 



 Suggestion Box 
 

We now have a suggestion box for members who would 
like to make suggestions for speakers for next year. 
Please give as much information as possible including full 
contact details and place in the box. We need this 
information over the next few months, so we can plan our 
2015 programme. Also if you have ideas for activities that 
you would like to help to provide, please put these in the 
suggestion box as well. 
 

 Bobble hats for the homeless 
 

We have had a request to knit some bobble hats for the 
homeless. Please see Anne Smith for the pattern. 
 

 Cinema/Theatre group 
 

As you can see from our events that are booked and 
future options we have a very busy Cinema/Theatre 
group. We sometimes have to book tickets very quickly, 
and quite a long time in advance, so to avoid 
disappointment, if you wish to be included and receive 
information about what's being planned then please e-mail 
Alia  to add your name to the cinema/theatre group list.  
 
'Midsummer Night's Dream'  
 
What a treat we had when members went to see a 
screening of The Globe's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" 
at Cineworld.  This was a very funny and innovative 
staging of one of Shakespeare's best loved comedies.  
But it was far more entertaining, and yet still touching, 
than many productions have been.  The Craftsmen in 
particular were hysterical, particularly Nick Bottom, who 
stole the show with his brilliant comic timing.  It also has to 
be said that a very muscular, very athletic, shirtless 
Oberon made this old lady very happy! 
 
'Skylight NTL'  
 
On the first occasion that members went to see the 
National Theatre's production of David Hare's "Skylight", 
the broadcast failed so it really was an "encore" 
performance for us on 18th August.  The play was first 
performed in 1995 and is about former lovers, Tom and 
Kyra, who meet again after his wife's death.  They are 
such very different people that it is hard to see how they 
got together in the first place but they are now even 
further apart both emotionally and politically.  Bill Nighy 
reprises the role of Tom, which he played in the original 
production, and Carey Mulligan plays Kyra.  Both were 
excellent and enlivened a sometimes heavy script with 
great comic timing.  It was an enjoyable evening and also 
interesting to hear David Hare being interviewed in the 
interval. 
 
Already booked 
‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’ – Didsbury 3

rd
 September 

'Beauty and the Beast Ballet' , 24
th
 September 

'Jersey Boys', 29
th
 September 

'Alan Davis', 31
st
 October 

'Ross Noble Tangentleman', 19
th
 February 2015 

 
Future Options 
'Medea NTL' - Didsbury, 4

th
 September 

'Salome. Wilde Salome' - Didsbury on 21
st
 September 

 
Further details available on the website 

Please let Alia know if you are interested in going to any 
of these by email, or at the next members' meeting by 
signing the relevant sheet. 
Please remember that anyone in the group can instigate a 
cinema/theatre visit. 
If interested in any of the events, please sign the 
relevant sheet at the next meeting. 
 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF W I (NFWI) 
 

 The national broadcast of the WRI Centenary 
AGM 

 
This will last from 10:30 to 4:30 with a 1½ hour break for 
lunch. There is the option for this to be shown in Stockport 
or at Didsbury. Cost of hiring the cinema starts at £900. 
We will be asking members who is interested at a cost of 
approximately £4-£5 each. 
 

 The Centenary Celebrations 
 
The Centenary celebrations are to be held on 16th 
September 2015.  We need to decide as a group what we 
would like to do, so please let us know any ideas you may 
have. 
 

 Resolutions for 2014/15 
 
If any members would like to put forward their 
suggestions, please see Lorna for details. 
 
Please see the NFWI Aug newsletter attached to the e-
mail. 

 
CHESHIRE FEDERATION OF WI’S (CFWI) UPCOMING 

ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/NEWS 
 

The CFWI have a number of activities/events over the 
next few months that may be of interest to members. 
 
 County Walk Wed 24

th
 Sep 

 
This month's county walk is around Helsby Hill & 
Woodhouse Hillfort, approximately 5 miles. There are a 
few steep hills, no styles but great views over the Mersey 
Estuary. Please bring a packed lunch. Unfortunately no 
toilets at the start. To reserve a place contact Jill Beavan 
email jill.b107@btinternet.com or 01244 301015 after the 
14th September  
 

 Scrabble and Dominoes Tournament 22
nd

 Sept 
 
This is being held at Tarvin Community Centre (CH3 8LY) 
on Mon 22

nd
 Sept, starting at 7.00 pm. Please take your 

own dominoes or scrabble board. For further information 
please see Lorna. Closing dates for entries is 11

th
 Sept. 

 

 Christmas Craft Taster Day 1
st

 Nov 
 
This is being held at Thornton Hough Village Hall 10am - 
4pm. The cost is £5 including tea/coffee & biscuits, please 
bring a packed lunch. Craft on offer will be - A hanging 
ornament, tree decorations, gift box, card, felt tree 
decoration, boxes bags & tags, padded basket, place 
mats and fabric gift bag.  
Please see Lorna for further details. Although the closing 
date is 11th October, we need to send off the application 
form asap. 
 
 



 Christmas Cake Icing and Christmas Floral 
 Demonstration 29

th
 Nov 

 
This is being held at Tarvin Community Centre, CH3 8LY, 
from 10.30am-4.30pm approx. The cost is £18 which 
includes tea, coffee and a soup and sandwich lunch. 
Please apply to WI Headquarters, 11 White Friars, 
Chester, CH1 1NZ. enclosing cheques made payable to 
CFWI and enclose a SAE. Closing date 23rd October. 
 

 Chester Cathedral Christmas Concerts 17
th

 and 
18

th
 Dec 

 
Chester Music Society Choir annual celebration of 
Christmas takes place on 17

th
 and 18

th
 Dec. As well as 

words and music with carols there will be readings and 
more from Ian McMillan who will bring a hoot of laugher to 
this year's celebrations. Tickets are priced from £8 - £15 
depending where you sit, can be reserved with Andy 
Payne, Charnwood, Chester Road, Kelsall, Cheshire, 
CW6 0SE. E-mail: 
choirtickets@chestermusicsociety.org.uk 
 
 Darts Competition  

 
There is a Darts competition, culminating with the final on 
10

th
 March 2015. Please see Lorna if interested. 

 
 NORTH EAST CHESHIRE GROUP (NECG) 

 
 NECG autumn walk – 8

th
 October 

 
The autumn walk takes place on wed  8

th
 October from 

Tatton during the daytime. Please sign the list if 
interested. 
 
 Autumn Meeting - 15

th
 Oct, 2 pm- Pastry chef 

 
This years' Autumn meeting take place on 15

th
 Oct at 2.00 

pm, at Woodford Centre. The guest speaker is a pastry 
chef, who has once worked in the Palace kitchens (i.e. 
Buckingham Palace)!!!!. Please sign the list if interested. 
 
 Bunting and Banner 
 
We have been asked to make our own bunting (8” wide by 
9” drop) in green and cream. We do not know how long 
this needs to be. The banner is 18” with a 24” drop. It 
needs to have our WI name and the date our group 
started plus any decoration. Please bring along any ideas 
to the next meeting. This is required by March 2015. 
 
Future NECG dates/event for your diary 
Trip out – 12

th
 Nov – destination TBA 

Carol Service – 9
th
 December 

 
NEXT MEETING 

 
Our next meeting on Tues Aug 26th will be a Ploughman's 
Supper and Members' craft evening. Please bring along 
any crafts that you have to show, or sell. If you sell some 
of your crafts, could we ask you to give Sue Burke a small 
donation (say 10%). 
All members and visitors can sign in from 7.15 pm, for a 
prompt 7.30 pm start. If possible could the greeters try 
and arrive early (i.e. before 7.15 pm) to welcome all new 
visitors/members. 
 
 
    

NEXT THREE MONTH'S PROGRAMME FOR 2014   
 
Sept 23

rd
 Charity Speaker - Francis House 

Oct 28
th
 Quarry Bank Mill 

Nov 25
th
 AGM and 5

th
 Birthday party. We have decided to 

offer a choice of either Hotpot or chilli and would ask you 
to say which you would like at the time of paying. 
 

HOSTESS ROTA 
 

Carol M, Celia C, Christina M and Anne S are our 
hostesses for August. Please can the hostesses liaise to 
bring 4 pints of milk, tea towels and cake. (All costs will be 
reimbursed by Sue on production of a receipt). We still 
need hostesses for a few months in 2014, and for 2015, 
and would like everyone to have a go, – there is no 
obligation to bake - so if you can, please sign up on the 
hostesses’ rota list at the next meeting. 
 

TRADE TABLE 
 
As we have no speaker this month we will be having a 
Trade table. If you have had a clear out over the summer 
and have things you no longer need, bring them along for 
our trade table. Also if you have a veg patch and have an 
abundance of veg/fruit why not bring that along as well. 
We will continue to have a book sale and we ask you to 
bring along books to sell on the night. Prices for books will 
be 50p for paperbacks and £1.00 for hardbacks. The 
loose change collection box will always be available for 
donations. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

Members celebrating their birthdays this month are 
Catherine C on 22

nd
 Aug, Margaret B on 1

st
 Sep, Lynda T 

on 5
th
 Sep and Anne L on 14

th
 Sep. 

Many happy returns ladies and have a great day. 
If you would to be included in our birthday wishes please 
put your birth date and month on the birthday list at the 
next meeting. 

WEBSITE 
 

You can find our Great Moor and District WI at :- 
www.greatmooranddistrictwi.org.uk . You will find details 
of all of current, future and past activities. Please let us 
know if you would like to add or change anything.  
 

http://www.greatmooranddistrictwi.org.uk/

